[bookmark: _GoBack]Somerleyton Road Walk and Talk Event - Thursday 18 July, 4-8pm and Lambeth Country Show – Saturday 20 July and Sunday 21 July
Record of Comments

Location: Former Olive School site on Somerleyton Road. 
Summary of activity: Several tours of the site took place led by the project team. The Future Brixton gazebo was used to exhibit eight exhibition boards which provided information about the Somerleyton Road project. Brixton Green also provided entertainment and refreshments for attendees. Two of our exhibition boards (1 and 5) were interactive and asked visitors to prioritise by putting stars or coloured stickers on what they felt were the most important elements of the scheme. Two boards (2 and 3) were information giving concerning potential cooperative or tenant management housing models and housing in general. Two boards were information giving (4 and 8) with images or providing call to action details online or other contact details. Two boards were partly interactive (6 and 7) in terms of the geographic location of the site and sustainability and visitors often affixed post-its with comments on them. Publicity ahead of the event took place via our website, our partners and Twitter.
An A5 leaflet, jointly produced by the Somerleyton Road project team was available to promote the event and to distribute during the event. This outlined the aspirations of the project, the proposals and some of the questions used to engage residents.
Additional engagement at Lambeth Country Show: The Future Brixton gazebo and the Somerleyton Road exhibition boards were also taken to the Lambeth Country Show on 20 and 21 July 2013. Council officers were available at all times to discuss the project and Brixton Green representative was available on Sunday 21 July. Visitors were from a wider geographical area but some had heard of and were particularly interested in the Somerleyton Road project.

Board 1 - Principles
Visitors used stickers to indicate which of the community agreed principles were the most important principles to visitors. The results are outlined below:
	1. Use the Somerleyton Road development as a catalyst for a different approach to regenerating Brixton
…that works in the best interests of everyone living in the town, especially those living in close proximity to the site.

	
5 silver stars, 1 gold star
6 stars in total


	2. Maximize the number of new genuinely affordable homes
…including a significant number of homes at council rent levels


	
5 silver stars, 4 gold stars
9 stars in total
(1 gold and 1 silver star added during Lambeth Country Show)
11 stars in total


	3. Create good quality, long-term jobs and training and support local businesses
…for Brixton people of all ages.

	
No stars
(1 gold and 2 silver stars added during Lambeth Country Show)
3 stars in total

	4. Ensure long-term resident control
…with on-going involvement in shaping the development from now on.


	
3 silver stars, 2 gold stars
5 stars in total
(1 silver star added during Lambeth Country Show)
6 stars in total


	5. Make sure the new development is inclusive
… of its neighbouring communities, and brings people together across divides of age, social background, income, faith, and ethnicity.

	
2 silver stars, 1 gold stars
3 in total
(2 gold stars and 1 silver star added during Lambeth Country Show)
6 stars in total


	6. Make Somerleyton Road green, safe and stress free
… so it can underpin the development of a resilient and 
sustainable community.

	
4 silver stars
4 in total 
(2 gold stars added during Lambeth Country Show)
6 stars in total


	7. Make best use of what’s already here
… building on existing strengths, assets, culture, heritage and character of the area.


	
1 silver star, 1 gold star
2 stars in total
(2 gold stars added during Lambeth Country Show)
4 stars in total


	8. Only work with commercial interests that complement the community’s ambitions
… keeping the value and benefits of what flows from the site local.

	
No stars
(1 silver star added during Lambeth Country Show)
1 star in total



Board 2 - Long-term management

(Each bullet point below indicates a post-it note comment from a visitor to the event.)
· Local Businesses should have more support than Businesses from outside the area.
· Quality of the building is very important (Evelyn Grace good-style) big views lots of glass.
· Striking design is also important. Eye-candy buildings. Big windows – airy.
· Smart intelligent architecture, community spaces as well as residential spaces.
· What percentage of private housing is the key?
· Affordable commercial spaces just for start-ups (5 years or so) very important. If they get big they should have to move out.
· TMO - Tenant Management Organisation, Social Housing, Affordable.

Board 3 - Housing

(Each bullet point below indicates a post-it note comment from a visitor to the event.)
· Time bank type arrangements.
· Not same people on repairs as on other committees.
· As little private housing as possible.
· North Camden housing coop case study is useful comparision.
· Points given for working in the community that help you to get housing.
· [comment written on comment sheet: I live near Somerleyton Road. I’m happy with the idea that the Somerleyton Road site will be used for new housing, but think it’s vital that the land, and new homes that are built on it, remain in public ownership, and are used to house people on the council’s housing waiting list (currently around 20k people). There is plenty of private housing in the area already. What is needed are social (not ‘affordable’) rents and secure tenancies. We can’t afford for public money, through housing benefit, to keep lining the pockets of private landlords providing expensive, insecure, poor quality housing.

Board 4 - Ovalhouse Theatre
This was an information giving board and not interactive.

Board 5a - Commercial and Community Uses
Visitors used stickers to indicate which were the most important potential uses to them:
	Neighbourhood Store
…seeking a provider to set up a neighbourhood store at the entrance to Somerleyton Road passageway 

	
(+1 star from BG board)
1 star in total
(1 gold and 1 silver star added at Lambeth Country Show)
3 stars in total


	Catering and hospitality school
…in discussions with Westminster Kingsway College to train local young people and give them the skills to secure long term employment. The school would be located at the northern end of the site near the theatre.
	
(+2 stars from BG board)
2 stars in total
(2 gold stars added at Lambeth Country Show)
4 stars in total


	TV / radio station
…in discussions with a community radio station Aculco TV/Radio to locate a studio at the northern end of the site in the creative hub around the theatre.

	
1 silver star, 3 gold stars (+1 from BG board
5 stars in total
(2 gold stars and 5 silver stars added at Lambeth Country Show)
12 stars in total


	Dentist
…seeking an independent NHS dental practice to operate at the northern end of the site.

	
No stars
(3 gold and 2 silver stars added at the Lambeth Country Show)
5 stars in total


	Workspace
…a minimum of 10 workspace units, with some affordable space subsidised by the more income generating uses. The majority of which is located around the entrance to Somerleyton Passage.

	
1 silver star, 3 gold stars
4 stars in total

	Budget Gym
…seeking a provider to set up a  budget gym near the entrance to Somerleyton Passage

	
1 gold star (+2 from BG board)
3 stars in total
(2 silver stars added at the Lambeth Country Show)
5 stars in total


	Health & Social Care
… providing the right mix of services, e.g. Dementia Centre and 2 interview rooms


	
(+2 from BG board)
2 stars in total

	Ovalhouse theatre
… including café, kiosks and workspace (only on BG board)

	10 stars in total (only on BG map)

	Pop up shops for local start ups
	2 stars in total (only on BG map)


	Nuclear Dawn mural and Carlton Mansion façade
	1 star in total (only on BG map)


	Nature, hedgerows and wild flowers
	2 stars in total (only on BG map)


	280+ new homes. Places to sit and play. Fruit and nut trees
	1 star in total (only on BG map)


	Community kitchen, café and food growing
	1 star in total (only on BG map)


	Kids indoor play
	1 star in total (only on BG map)




N.B. After 1 hour of the event Brixton Green decided to use an alternative poster that contained the same commercial and community use possibilities but displayed in a slightly different way (the second poster was illustrative and had uses on a map rather than in a table). Though methodologically this was not an ideal situation the two posters worked to the same purpose and contained the same information asking local people to prioritise the same commercial and community uses. Star scores above are combined and include stars from both boards. At the Lambeth Country Show, only the original board was used.
Brixton Green extra board star scores:
· Ovalhouse Theatre, inc. Cafe, kiosks and workspace - 10 stars
· Community TV / Radio station - 1 star
· Chef’s School - 2 stars
· Pop-up shops for local start ups – 2 stars
· Nuclear Dawn mural & Carlton Mansion Facade – 1 star
· Nature, hedgerows and wild flowers - 2 stars
· 280+ new homes. Places to sit and play. Fruit and nut trees. - 1 star
· Community kitchen, cafe and food growing - 1 star
· Health and social care e.g. Dementia Centre, community health care - 2 stars
· Block workout gym - 2 stars
· Kids indoor play - 1 star
· Convenience Store 1 star.

Board 5a – additional post it comments from Lambeth Country Show
· Play parks for toddlers. Indoor childcare facilities
· Ethical shops or supermarkets
· Community radio station would be great for kids
· Hair and beauty training. Childcare provided while training
· I would like an indoor play area for children near Somerleyton Passage
Board 5b – additional post it comments on Brixton Green’s poster
· Not Private green spaces, Less imposing, green space benefits for all residents not just new tenants.
· Outdoor gym equipment for anyone (all ages).
· Same house standard for all.
· Want all of this, No gentrification, Social rent.
· Lorries need to go, Turning around here near kids.
· Secondhand vintage, bric-a-brac market to come here.
· The trees are a very important part of Somerleyton Road.  1. Reduce summer temp 2. Stop flooding, 3. Beautiful.
· Preserve our trees!
· Have you really planned enough space not to damage the trees when building?
· Too many trees make the road feel oppressive, get rid of some of these trees or trim them!
· More trees.
· Theatre, creative elements really important workspace.
· Be open and transparent about even difficult issues i.e. Carlton Mansions.
· Brixton Markets to spill out along Somerleyton.
· Everything would be positive about this project – I like it all very much.
· Job and Carer opportunities, Passion coaching, volunteering sharing experiences
· Vegetable plots, Plots are a good thing, Community chickens by railway line.
· Prioritise creative workspaces.
· Parking facilities are important.

Board 6 – Sustainability and Community Life

(Each bullet point below indicates a post-it note comment from a visitor to the event.)
Walk & Talk event feedback
· Free parking at Loughborough must remain.
· Greener Brixton, Rainwater harvesting, Eco-people.
· Solar panels, lots of sunny rooftops.
· Small wind-turbines.
· Local Passport, discounts for Locals in Brixton Businesses.
· Car parking.
· Green spaces, Planters, Water filtering, to help pollution.
· Space to grow local's own vegetables, planters, community allotments.
· Ecological planning, green housing.
· Access to garden spaces and planters.
· Regent's park, nooks and crannies spaces are important.
Lambeth Country Show feedback
· Activities for kids and spaces for older people to sit down
· Windrush Square chairs are very good – to have somewhere to sit even at night
· Table tennis – we need to be fit and active
· [additional comment written on comment sheet] It would be nice to have more buses coming along Somerleyton Road to accommodate the new development. At the moment there is only one small bus along this route.
In addition, visitors to the Lambeth Country Show used stars to indicate support for the ideas that came out of the action planning workshops as follows:
· Vertical growing up buildings, extending into Moorlands Estate (1 star)
· Maximise use of roofs, e.g. rainwater harvesting, food growing (2 stars)
· Recyclable energy to help make money and cut costs (3 stars)
· Green spaces throughout the site (3 stars)
· Community gardens for food growing and staying healthy (1 star)
· Provision for young people – a block workout gym (2 stars)
· Trees by trainline for privacy and noise reduction (1 star)
· Open public spaces for meeting people, table games, pop-up shops and market stalls (3 stars)
Board 7 - Main illustrative map of the whole site

(Each bullet point below indicates a post-it note comment from a visitor to the event.)
Walk & Talk event feedback
· 2 beds minimum so that housing is most appropriate for current residents of the area, flexible homes with flexible space. Not housing for single or young professionals in this particular area.
· Delivery of Materials by rail, railway for skips and depot, materials by rail.
· Public Space for all local residents, accessible to all.
· Lots of glass, Smart-use of architecture.
· Community green spaces important, Not so fenced off, open to all the community not just residents.
Lambeth Country Show feedback
· [pointing to space between theatre and housing] What happens here? Does space just peter out?
· Keep the plane trees here
· Will the mural be restored?
· No more supermarkets like Tesco and Sainsbury’s. Youth club and more sport and adventure
· Keep the mural!
· Will it be affordable housing?
· Need training and jobs for local people – particularly local youth – make contractors do it!
· Green corridor needs to be safe. Properly designed – no places for people to hide
· Will there be a park? Lots of open space for kids?
· Less chain shops – too many Sainsburys and Tescos
· Coop food or ethical store good. 24 hour pharmacy fantastic

Board 8 - What next?
This was an information giving board and not interactive. 



 
